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:i:nfo:rivia.tion on rgighi^bai-in siaims mo safety 

/a study of a group of operational directives of al]. divisions of the Reichs- 
balm Directorate Berlin between 19^l-7 1951 yielded the following InfoxTa- 

ation^y 

An operatiorml directive,, dated 25 August 1940; issued by the Reichsbahn 
Division Berlin..! (Rba Bln l); advised all offices concerned that beginning 
on 1 Gepteraber 1948 the intra-ui’bom railroad line (S~Bahn) Berlin-IIoppegarten 
would be e.>rtended to Fredersdorf . The line between ,Iioppegarten and Ereders- 
dorf was described as single track and trains were announced to operate in 
shuttle traffic between these two station. 

The signals to be operated on this sectorwore described as follows: 

Direction 



Hoppegarten-Strausberg 


S t r ausb e r g -Hoppe gar t e n 


at kilometer point (km) 16.260, 
home signoA Ml to Hoppe garten 
track 5 

Ian 16.816; home signod. vA from 
Iloppegarten track ^-1- 

lan 21.94O; home signal L2 to 
Fredersdorf track I5 

Ian 22. 730; home signal ijl from 
Fredersdorf track 16 


Ian 23.169; home signal 0l with k 5 
mrker ^indicating T^ermanent sn^eed 
limitation/ to Fredersdorf track 16 

lam 22.462; home signal M from Fred- 
ersdorf track 15 

Ian 17. 300 ; home signa.! to Hoi:)pe- 
garten track 4 

Ian 16. 570 ; home signal N from Hoppe- 
garten track 5 


/No explanation of these signal' designations has been found; they are believed 


to be individual des.iignations rather than designations of a certain ty.pe of 


s i gnal/ 


Scanning of oioerational directives of Rba's .Bln 1; 2; and 3 . indicates that 
in rmny cases line control is effected by telephonic request for permission 
to dispatch a train (Anbieten); granting of the request {Annelmien); report 
of train dispatch (.Abmelden), and acknowledgment that the train has arrived 
(Zurueclaiielden) . A typical example is the following extract from operational 
directive no 47 of Eba Berlin 1, dated 10 Nov 50: 

’’Trains are to be offered; accepted; and acknowledged by the block sta- 
tions. After line blocking has been established; the acknowledgment will be 
replaced by blocking the block passed. Until installation of teletype ma- 
chines these train reports may be given by telephone.” 
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Heichfi’bahn Division Berlin 1 (RBa Bln l) issued an operational directive 
(no I-1.9) on 19 November I95O and o/nother one (no 6) on 12 February 1991; both 
dea],ins "vith construction vork on a temporary bridge over an Autobolm between 
kilometer points 2'7*9^ and 27.7<o (200 meters between the Foaigsclileuse and 
Erkner .stationis) of the Frankfurt /Oder -Berlin track of the Berlin-Franlcfurt/ 
Oder line. This line; according to .iiw appended sketches; is double track 
at this point. During construction; the Frankfurt /Oder -Berlin track was 
blocked continuously ior tinree days. The directives gave orders regarding 
the train seciuence at the construction site; citing train designations (by 
letters and nuraerals) and the locations where the individual trains were to 
wait for the x)asGage of another train. The directive of November 1990 lists 
26 different trains; while the directive of February I99I lists 29 trains. 
These figures do nor include "special trains" /presumably unscheduled trains/* 
ThuS; it would appear; that under normal operating conditions in 1990/:51 
a totok of 29-26 scheduled trains passed this point of the Berlin -Frankfurt/ 
Oder railroad line in both directions during; a 24 -hour i^eriod. 


A -service directive of Reichsbahn Division Berlin 2 '(Bba Bln 2) of 24 
Ap);rii I947 announced the forthcoraing opening of a ne\r single-track connecting 
curve between Gruenau and the new Adler gest ell junction (at kilometer point 


20.809 0; 

f the Berlin Ou'ber Fr^ 

sight Belt 

■) . Under the hea 

ding " 

'Safety Insta' 

at ions" 

the directive stated 

that for ■ 

the time being no 

line 

blocking ex- 

isted in 

either direction. A 

signal an 

d svritcli control • 

tower 

will be con- 

structed 

. The following home 

signals e: 

xi s 'C * 



signal A 

with one blade; conti 

sols runs : 

from TfL-b g3. i e ni eke 

to Ei 

digest ell 


B " two blades. " " " GrueiicCoU 
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.Vl.i:o,nce oT TOO raeter. 'bat^een diotant and Uorao aa well aa 

tbe description ol taao slcualo with one and two blades Is repeated several 
tiraes ttoousbout the aoen.aent, /The distance between ollstant and home signal 
ic TOO or 1,000 meters for maivainerj, ):00 or TOO meters for secondary lines 
( A. Heuv.«m, Die Oignale und ICenn.eichen der Deutschen Reichsbahn - The 
signals and raarkers of the German Reichsbahn - Halle, 19':>0)J 

Operational directive no SOT- of Rba Bln 3, elated 10 April 1951, indicates 
that in 14 instances on seven different stations along the main trade of the 
Berlin-Halle line the distance between a signal- and the next switch i,, oO 

meters . 

A service directive of Rba Bln 4, dated l4 March 1949, indicates the 
ex-istenoe of an interlooking system. Af-fcer mentioning several signals at ..a 
tions Caputh-Ge.ltow, the directive states "These signals are fully interlocked ■ 
With iDlockins and switch operations." The same dxiectivc 

several distant signals: "Hone of the newly installed distant signals has as 
,et been collected with the signal and switch control towers. For the thue 
being no line blocking exists as yet in either direction. All .witclie. ii 
are still independent of the signals. 

In operational Directive Ho 6lT, dated 15 J^y 1948, the Reichsbahn Div- 
ision Berlin 6 (Rba Bln 6 ) ( aimouiided the forthcoming conversion of a sigmi 
and switch control tower at station Hgb /Snideutlfied . Possibly Gesundbru^a 
nenP from mechanical to electrical operation (electric signal & switch con- 
trol installation type 1912)- 

Absence of radio communication between locomotive cab and caboose on 
freight trains seems to be indicated in an operational directive of the 
Reichsbahn Division Berlin T (Rha Bln T) which comprises the Frankfurt /Oder 
area. The directive, dated 8 Au^st 1949, deals with switching operations 
for freight trains over the track connecting the Werbig freight and passenger 
stations. It states: "Vfhen a train is pushed, it is essential that the head 
of the train is roanned by a lookout. ... vihen a train is pushed and depending 

- 3 - 
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on the length of the train.; the raasistant station master . . » has bo appoint 
a second rneiriber of the train crew to act as relay man for o,rclei’’f3. 

In 0 . registered letter; dotted cil Mo.rch 19^l’9; "bo all offices having a 
C 03 py of the A'ppendix to Train Service Regulations (AzFV) cJ; the .Reichshahn 
Directorate Dresden; the Reichshahn .Directorate Berlin advised o.l bhe fo3.1ow~ 
ing corrections to the ap;pendix: Speed limit in the direction .Crom Goerllb/^ 
to Dresden-Neustadt; along the entire section; is 80 .kilometers per hour; in 
the opposite direction it is 6o laii/h Between Dresden-Neustadt and laotzsche 
and 80 lua/h between ICLotzsche and Goerlitz. 

~ E H D - 
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